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*... California’s Institute for Regenerative Medicine supports only

[embryonic stem cell] proje [which kill] embryos ... cultured
[up to] 12 days ... meaning they never develop complex

By day 1, the DNA of the sing 211 embryo (zygote) contains so much “complex

structure” (with 3 billion base pa g the first letter of each base
(adenine, guanine, thymine or sine) would require over 1.5 million pages of text,
§ Endowment For Human Development, ehd.org/resources_bpd_documentation.
—— ~
By day 22, the embryo’s heart begins to beat, Wisser & Dirschedl, “Embryonic Heart
Rate In Dated Human Embryos,” Early Human Development, Vol. 37, Issue 2, p.p.
107-115, 1994.
- -
By day 42, brain wave activity, as measured by E appears to be reliably present in
the ... [embryo] at about ... six weeks after concep SGolde Development
, of the Fetal Brain,” New England Journal of Medicine, Aug
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At What Age Does Lethal Experimentation Become Genocide?
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TheCenter For BioEthical Reformconducted it$senocide Awareness Projeat the
University of California, Irvine on April 19 and 20.

There was an interestingfieup. UCI is professional home Rr. Hans Keirstead, co-director
of theSue and Bill Gross Stem Cell Research Cent&ccording towikipedia, Keirstead is

spearheading the first FDA approved human trial of injecting embryonic stem cells inte spinal
cord patients.

So Keirstead is all about human embryo experiatéon, which is also his claim to fame.
Enter CBR with a provocative sign that includ
fur.i S Keirstead to the GAP displayé

wnocide?
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Following read CBR Exec. DiGr e g g Cu n nfascingtimgaaccouwst of trizhour
altercationé.

Hans Keirsteadbs mai n ar gu meNadidoctonsevhoevere x act | y
doing lethal experiments alews Their victims were subhuman, they were destined to die

anyway, it was all legal, other countries were doingdt iamvould benefit all mankind to find

cures for dread diseases. He was standing in front of a sign with the covers of the books quoting
those exact arguments and the irony was totally lost on him. He just stood there parroting
propaganda like a programmeabot.

Keirstead deliberately used dehumanizing rhetoric to refer to the babies, alternately calling them

Aithe products of wunited sperm and egg cell so
racists do when they detaoadi-Seamteswhénltheycukeshewi t h t
AKO word to slur their Jewish victims. The fe

correct term for embryos at the stage at which he is killing them. When Keirstead tried to deny
that he was personalkjlling them | asserted that he was at least complicit in their killing and he
changedthesubjedt. al so reminded him that the term Aenm

type of life.

Keirstead constantly tried to shift the debate to technical gsoan which he felt he had some
advantage. He blasted us with scientific jargon which described arcane research processes with
which he hoped to cloud the ethical issues. We kept forcing him back to the morality of killing
one human being for the benefitamother.
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Keirstead was very upset that the sign on which his picture appeared also depicted aborted babies
of all ages along a devel opment al continuum.
fetuses. I told him | was a lawyer and invited horsue me. We said that ages of his victims

were irrelevant to his culpability for killing them. | am certain that he supports abortion rights
without trimester limits, which makes all the more dishonest the fact that he sought refuge in his

clamtobenvol ved in the killing of only very youn
and | responded, AWhether that is true or not
When | critoikdil 2&d piolcemair es Keir st eaai & afiidt Ait
in the U. K. o0 and in fact there is no | egal pr

funding restrictions. | did not take him into a discussion of the bogus ethical distinction between

it herapeutic cl| oni rfaykody(parts ana Killingitleem before theydbechnme b i e s
Ahumano) and Areproductive cloningo (creating
Then Keirstead would fall back on the wusual A
fsent i en ceesodansilwkndckedbadck by reminding him that he will be rendered

finsentiento when he falls asleep tonight but

victims would gain sentience wh&earsteathadsy ar e bo
derided adult stem cell research as inferior in its potential to deliver therapeutic applications but |
countered that for the sake of argument, even if that were true, embryonic stem cell harvesting

still kills babies.




Keirstead also kept mischaractengiour remarks to set up straw man arguments he could more

easily invalidate. He said we were against IVF despite the fact that | had clearly stated our belief

that IVF should be regulated by banning the creation of more embryos than a particular mother

int ends to implant and carry to term in a part:.i
suspended in a frozen state indefinitely and
money trying to find better ways to save them instead of bettgs twekill them. Then he
repeated, 0 So your probl esnaii, yioNo are®umrg@l olslt ¢
against YOU and the fact that you killing bab

Keirsteadwas particularly angry that | had used his photo on the sign (and in fact, elife pro

student refused to join the plite student group sponsoring the display because of our use of the
photo), but it was very c¢l| eahourstohpaerhapsaeallhad ul dn 6
we not angered him. He said, AWhy didndt you
the answer is that our sign was his invitation. | resisted the temptation to ask what had taken him

so long to come out and confrard. | again reminded that he was more than welcome to sue me

if he thought | had broken the law. What better way to focus attention on our cause! | also told

him that he was spending public money to kill babies at public university and thereby forfeited

ary reasonable expectation of privacy.

Keirstead repeatedly said we had no business revisiting these issues because this debate had
already been conducted and his side has won with the passage of a ballot initiative appropriating
billions of dollars to fundis work. | said this debate has only just begun. He said we have
already educated people about these issues and | said you have lied to them and we are here to
set the record straight. | told him that his arguments that we should take our signs somewhere
where people wanted to see them were reminiscent of racists Méimig Luther King he

should take his message to the black church and not bother white people.
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